e door is from Simpson.

. - o OGN : . e sconces are by Serena
e aitd 5 . . Lily. The map is a Henry
: : e ing antique. Opposite:

_ i

e = e —

charming Cape. C-'.od.coztage IS_.tb.&-_ —
in attractionin-a family-of four’s-

e R

-_— S A
covsin N

By BRIELLE M. FERREIRA S tithots
Photographs by ANNIE SCHLECHTER : pu(r;:a:a:hf),cohral -
visit wayfair.com/— =

Stylmg by JENNIFER KAIN DEFOE coastalslip’perch._air —~




SOMETIMES IT CAN BE HARD TO LET GO OF THE PAST—
especially when the past is a charming cottage that backs up to
the expansive waters of the Atlantic Ocean. So when Kathy
Pattison and Dave Strickler made an offer to purchase a two-
bedroom jewel box in Orleans, Massachusetts, from its reluc-
tant owners, Pattison included a little something extra. “I wrote
them aletter,” she says, “to let them know how much the house
would mean to us and to our family. I wanted to assure them
that we recognized all the love and effort that they had put into
the home and to tell them that we would never tear it down.”

That last bit was particularly important, because while the
residence was in pristine condition, its prime location and tiny
size made it an easy target for redevelopment. So ultimately, it
was Pattison’s parting promise that sealed the deal. It wasn’t
long, though, before she and Strickler realized that their case
of love at first sight had clouded some of their real estate judg-
ment: The existing house was much too small for them and
their two children, Hailey and Grayson.

In order to honor their word and preserve the home’s cot-
tage appeal, but still carve out some space for their family, the
couple reached out tolocal company Kurzhaus Designs Inc., to
help them get creative. Because the town’s strict conservation

The living room sofa (right) is
from Crate & Barrel. Opposite:
The custom cushion in the
loft’s built-in reading nook is

from Cushion Source.
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regulations prohibited them from tacking an addition onto the
top floor or the sides of the house, their only option was to add
anew level below, a complicated process that involved raising
the house slightly off its foundation. “It wasn’t easy, but it was
worth it,” says Pattison. “We didn’t want a McMansion; we
wanted to stay true to the house and allow it to keep its scale
and its authentic Cape Cod aesthetic.”

With the difficult construction behind them, Strickler and
Pattison next gave plenty of thought to what they wanted from
their interiors. First and foremost, the house would have to be
great for entertaining and be able to accommodate a nearly
nonstop rotation of weekend guests, both adults and children.
So they outfitted a room with six custom bunk beds, while also
undertaking a kitchen remodel to make hosting dinner parties
an easier proposition. “The old kitchen was cramped and had a
small electric oven,” Pattison explains. “We ended up convert-
ing the entire house to propane just so that we could put in a
huge gas stove. Now, it’s my favorite room.”

Intherest of the house, the interiors have been thoughtfully
cobbled together from a mix of finds from local antiques stores
and flea markets, pieces the previous owners left behind, and a
few custom-made furnishings, such as the dining room table

The kitchen faucet is by Danze;
the custom cabinets are by
Harborside Woodworking.
Opposite: The dining chairs
are vintage scores.

65




The life preserver (below) is from
Harwich Antique Center. The

curtains (bottom) are from One \
Kings Lane. Opposite: The bunks \
are by Harborside Woodworking.

4

L

L

I

I

and the guest room bed. “Getting through the whole buying and
renovation process turned out to be so involved,” says Pattison.
“We weren’t ready to think about refurnishing a whole home
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all at once, so we decided to rework things over time, replacing
them little by little.” As a result, the gradual evolution makes

the house feel organic and laid-back, with the patina of well-
loved pieces and worn furnishings lending an easiness to the
place and striking a chord with everyone.

“The house is intriguing, but the view is captivating, too,”
Pattison says. “When people walk in the door, their focus is
torn between what’s inside—the exposed walls, the open loft,
the wood ceiling—and that striking panorama of the water.”
Luckily, for this particular family, the choice is simple: all of
the above. “We’re incredibly fortunate,” she adds. “Everything
I hoped for when I wrote that letter is true: This is the house
my kids will remember when they think back on their child-
hoods, and it will help foster in them a real sense of place. It’s
going to be tied to all of their fondest memories.” = For more
information, see Sources, page 101.




